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“Unclassified” indicates the document in this form (with excisions) has been declassified 

and cleared for public release. 

 

 

“Released in Part” indicates part of the document has been approved for release to the 

public. However, part remains withheld from public disclosure based on the classification 

categories in EO 12958, as amended. 

 

 

“Islama 06752” is the cable number of the document. It indicates the cable was sent from 

the American Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 

 

Cable distribution list—This cable was sent from the American Embassy in Islamabad (“Fm 

Amembassy Islamabad”) to the Secretary of State (“To Secstate Washdc”) for immediate 

distribution. “Info” indicates that copies were sent to the embassies or consulates in 

London, Moscow, Riyadh, and Peshawar. 

 

“281200Z Mar 90” indicates the date and time of the creation of the document, this is 

known as the cable's “date-time group,” or DTG. Standard format lists the date and time of 

processing in Zulu time (GMT), indicated by the Z at the end of the date-time sequence, 

followed by the month in tri-letter abbreviation and the two-digit year. This document was 

created 12:00 p.m. GMT March 28, 1990. 

 

 

“Decaptioned” indicates the strict distribution restrictions initially placed on the EXDIS 

document (see below) have been lifted. The marking of “Decaptioned” indicates the 

document is currently available for wider distribution even though it was initially highly 

restricted. 

 

 

“EXDIS” indicates "exclusive distribution to officers with essential need to know." This 

caption limits distribution to senior officials, and is used for highly sensitive cables sent 

between the White House, the Secretary of State, Deputy Secretary, under secretaries and 

chiefs of mission. 

 

 

“REF” stands for “reference.” These are the numbers for any cables referred to in this 

document. In this instance, there are two such cables (From the State Department, No. 

95642, and from the American Consulate in Peshawar, No. 571). 

 

“TAGS” stands for “Traffic Analysis by Geography and Subject.” Used judiciously, these 

abbreviations can be a very useful means of identifying cables that are relevant to your 

research. 
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